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30 plus years of providing for the needs of our brothers and sisters who are hungry and homeless

NCM News
A message from the Director: 

Our Big Table

NCM: Celebrating over 30 Years of Service!

People constantly surprise me. Sometimes in ways that make me wonder “what were you thinking”, but other times I find 
myself pleasantly surprised.  I love it when after worrying about what a person or a group’s response will be, their response 
is as if nothing happened at all. 

Each year a half dozen or so groups of high school youth from churches around the country come to NCM to provide 
hands-on outreach and service to the people we serve.  We always look forward to the enthusiasm of these youth and find it 
rejuvenating. This past spring included a few youths who expressed their gender identity in ways outside the social norm.  
One young man in particular had long bright yellow fingernails, a feminine haircut and feminine clothing.  Upon meeting 
this young man, I knew immediately that our staff would fully welcome and include him. I’ve never been disappointed in 
the response of our staff when we have offered shelter to men who were in various stages of transition. 

In the case of the boy with the bright yellow nails, I felt a fear for him.  I worried that the street homeless whom he would 
be serving that day may have a less welcoming response to him. Our daytime street homeless population often choose to 
sleep in abandoned buildings and tents, and frequently deal with significant mental health and drug and alcohol issues. 
Their lives are hard and filled with challenges that include daily fear for their own safety. 

While our brave young yellow-painted-nail volunteer helped with the meal, our guests were welcoming to him - even 
occasionally offering compliments on his nails.  I watched in amazement, thinking to myself how wonderful it was to see 
how times have changed so much since my youth, how much more welcoming people are today to individual expression 
of gender and self.   

As many barriers to full inclusion and participation continue to be dismantled around us, we still hear about bans on par-
ticipation of individuals in transition, and across the seas we hear of horrific responses to homosexuality that even include 
the death sentence. In this situation, as always, I feel blessed to work with NCM staff and to serve individuals who live out 
the prophet’s call to welcome, love, and care for all people.

For 30 years Northside Common Ministries has been the recipient of help from many caring people. Without the help of our 
volunteers and supporters, we could not continue to provide the services we offer to our brothers and sisters in need. Thank you 
to our friends who came out to support our mission at our annual Spaghetti Dinner and also at this year’s Walk for a Healthy 
Community.
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Give to Northside Common Ministries 
through the United Way - Contributor 
Number 1476. Does your employer match 
your donation to NCM or make a dona-
tion for your volunteer hours?

As a critical part of Pittsburgh’s Northside community and a vital local source 
of social services needed to support the hungry and the homeless in our region, 
Northside Common Ministries was the ideal location for one of the city’s Big 
Table discussions this past April. Over 20 people came together from a wide range 
of backgrounds to enjoy a delicious meal generously provided by our dear friends 
at Fabled Table Catering, and to discuss how we can all work together to create a 
strong and connected community. NCM has long been a bridge to bringing people 
together to work toward the common goal of eliminating poverty. Rachel, who at-
tended the event, said, “I think it’s important for people to advocate for the needi-
est members of our community before they advocate for themselves. We need to 
expand the circle of consciousness. If everyone in the suburbs called their state 
representative about WIC, you’d (hopefully) have more broad support for safety 
net programs. It’s not about what’s good for me — it’s about what is good for ev-
eryone.” This event helped bolster our visible commitment to that goal and helped 
bring new friends to our Big Table. 

Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/NCMinistries1
Visit our website at www.ncmin.org



“Where Does All This 
Food Come From?

Join us Thursday, September 19, for our annual Celebration of Humanity. 
Each year NCM celebrates local volunteers who work to reduce the strug-
gles of the area’s hungry and homeless. This year’s event will take place at 
Alloy 26, the former Allegheny Center Mall, and will feature the swing mu-
sic of local band Red Beans and Rice, as well as a delicious buffet of heavy 
appetizers. To secure your tickets, go to:
https://goodwillswpa.salsalabs.org/celebrationofhumanity2019 

That’s one of the most common 
questions I hear when I give a tour 
at NCM. Cash donations allow us to 
purchase large amounts of the staples 
needed for our food pantry custom-
ers. Those financial contributions con-
vert into dollars we can spend at the 
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food 
Bank, which provides us with about 
80% of the food on our shelves. The 
other 20% comes from a combination 
of community, church, and individual 
food drives around the city, as well 
as donations made through our food 
pantry website’s Amazon wish list 
and donations made from local restau-
rants, grocery stores, bakeries, and by 
412 Food Rescue and Spark of Hope, 
who bring useable discarded foods to 
local pantries. It takes many hands to 
fill the shopping baskets of the over 
850 households served each month by 
our Community Food Pantry.  

Dave had hopped from homeless shelter to homeless 
shelter for well over a decade. He is a congenial guy, well 
liked at each shelter. The problem was convincing Dave 
to move toward stability and out of the shelter cycle. He 
seemed perfectly capable of independent living, but Dave 
continued to move from shelter to shelter. Finally, early 
this spring, Dave worked with the Allegheny Link coun-
selor who comes to our site once a week to visit a room at 
the Northside YMCA.

We all kept our fingers crossed. It worked! Dave moved 
into the YMCA and agreed to work with a counselor to 
help connect him to additional services so he can remain 
housed. He continues to come to our place for lunch sev-
eral times a week, and dinner at another Northside Shelter. 
The location of the Y allows him to stay connected to the 
neighborhood, which provides that sense of comfort we 
all crave.

Success Stories Welcome to Our House.
Northside Common Ministries is a host site to organiza-

tions that provide much needed services such as medical 
care to the homeless, GED prep classes for people who did 
not finish high school, and tax prep and utility assistance 
for low income people from around the city. 

We also welcome groups in need of a meeting space.  
Twice a week we host a Narcotics Anonymous meeting 
that welcomes many of the people we serve. Each month 
we host the Northside Homeless Alliance, a group that 
helps to address the needs of people living on the streets 
while also working to help better organize the volunteer 
services provided to the homeless. 

Additionally, we host meetings of local neighborhood 
groups who help to make the Northside a more livable 
place while keeping a focus on the availability of afford-
able housing for the clients we serve who currently – or 
hope to - live on the Northside.

Celebrate With Us

People Got Hired!
The City of Pittsburgh’s Northside Neighborhood Em-

ployment Center is located at Northside Common Minis-
tries. This past May, our Employment Center joined forces 
with The Buhl Foundation’s One Northside and Goodwill 
of Southwestern Pennsylvania, to cosponsor a Job Fair at 
CoLab18, located in the former Allegheny Center Mall. 
Approximately 100 job seekers had the chance to meet in 
person with recruiters from over 20 companies who are 
actively hiring and representatives from 10 social service 
agencies that can help job seekers. People got hired! 

We added employment services at NCM in 2017 in an 
effort to provide the most holistic array of services to our 
community and have since served hundreds of unemployed 
or underemployed people with resumes, job search and job 
placement services.

Again this year the Pittsburgh Public Theater, located in the city’s Cultural 
District, will host a fundraiser showing for NCM. Join us on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 11, 2020, for a showing of Little Shop of Horrors. Tickets are only $75 
and include a preshow desert buffet. To secure your tickets for the show visit 
our website at www.ncmin.org.

Theater Date

NCM partners each year with the Urban League of Pittsburgh to be a host 
site for senior citizens seeking on-the-job training.  John has been with us as a 
greeter and generally an all-around “go to person” here at the shelter for over 
a year. Goldie has been our lead produce manager, helping to distribute over 
17,000 pounds of fresh vegetables and fruit each month for over two years. Wil-
lie joined us just this year as a helper in our kitchen, assuring that the meals for 
our daytime drop-in center gets to the table for the dozens of people who show 
up each day. These and many other seniors over the years have received valuable 
job training experience here at NCM and many have moved on to employment 
in the community. 

Did You Know?

Sandy doesn’t shop at the food pantry for boxed and 
canned goods any longer. Since we have been getting 
more high quality fresh produce from the Greater Pitts-
burgh Community Food Bank and distributing over 17,000 
pounds of produce each month, many people like Sandy 
are taking the fresh produce and skipping the boxed and 
canned goods.  

We love to see that because we know it will help Sandy, a 
regular pantry volunteer, stay healthier for a longer period 
of time. She loves having the opportunity to cook fresh 
produce instead of microwaving canned veggies. Our 
hope is to distribute so much fresh produce that our boxed 
and canned goods shelves will dwindle down to almost 
nothing. 

Mark Your Calendars
Visit www.ncmin.org or facebook 

.com/NCMinistries1 to keep up to date 
with everything happening at NCM.

Our annual Spaghetti Dinner held 
at Northmont Presbyterian Church 
was such a great success this spring 
that we are adding a fall dinner as 
well. Join us at Bethlehem Evangeli-
cal Lutheran church in Glenshaw on 
Saturday, October 26, between 4:30 
and 7:00 p.m. for our next spaghetti 
dinner. The charge for this dinner is a 
free will offering of your choice. Both 
gluten free noodles and take-out will 
be available.

Join us at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 25, 2020, at the New Hazlett 
Theater to enjoy a sampling of the delicacies created by 10 local chefs and 
enjoy some high energy music.

Save the Date: 2020 Food Pantry Bruch Challenge

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night
I will go, Lord, if you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the 
service of others.” Mahatma Gandhi


